Introduction
Almost all ideas about sustainability put forward in the past two decades are consistent with the definition of sustainable development stated by the 1987 Brundtland Commission Report (WCED 1987) as "…development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."
The United States and 177 other nations that gathered at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 agreed to take steps to advance sustainable development. Building on the forest principles adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit, different groups of countries joined together to reach consensus on ways to assess national progress toward the sustainable management of forest resources. Globally, nine international criteria and indicator processes involving 150 countries are underway (USDA FS 2004) .
The United States-in partnership with Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Australia, Republic of Korea, Chile, Mexico, China, the Russian Federation, Uruguay, and Argentina-participates in the Montreal Process. These 12 countries contain more than 90 percent of the world's temperate and boreal forests and 60 percent of all forests (USDA FS 2004) . Each country assesses its own forests by using a set of criteria and indicators agreed on by all member countries. After each periodic review and report, the member countries reconvene to assess the success of the indicators, revising them as necessary.
Several indicators in the Montreal Process address issues and measurements of nonwood forest products (NWFPs). Indicators in the Montreal Process that focus on measurements of various aspects and characteristics of NWFPs can be found in two general areas, or criteria. One criterion that includes NWFPs focuses on productive capacity of forest ecosystems. The NWFP indicator in this criterion seeks to measure annual harvest of NWFPs nationwide. The other criterion that includes NWFPs examines the maintenance and enhancement of long-term multiple socioeconomic benefits to meet the needs of societies. Several of the indicators in this criterion focus on value, consumption, international trade, employment, wages, and subsistence uses of NWFPs. Nonwood forest products include medicinal plants, food and forage species, floral and horticultural species, materials used in arts and crafts, and game animals and fur bearers. Fuelwood, posts and poles, and Christmas trees are wood products but are included in the U.S. NWFP indicator analyses because these products are frequently overlooked in conventional forest products analyses. When wood products such as posts and poles are included in an analysis of forest products other than commercial sawtimber and pulpwood, the collection of various products is referred to as nontimber forest products (NTFPs). The remainder of this document will discuss nontimber forest products (NTFPs), which include not only NWFPs such as medicinal plants, food and forage species, and so on, but also wood products including posts and poles, Christmas trees, and fuelwood.
Personal and commercial uses of many nontimber forest resources have been occurring for a very long time. Land managers report that some products, such as wild edible fungi, have seen increases in harvest and attention in the past couple of decades, particularly in the late 1980s and early 1990s (Smith et al. 2010) . Data in this report indicate that permit and contract sales from harvest of NTFPs from U.S.
Forest Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands from 1998
to 2007 has been fairly constant in all categories. Harvest of medicinal plants in the United States has generated concern, prompting protective measures for many species. Foods from wild-harvested native plants and fungi provide a small share of foods consumed by Americans, but are often culturally significant and are becoming increasingly popular in restaurants and grocery stores. Native wild-harvested plants, fungi, and game animals have important cultural meaning for many people, in addition to providing food security in lean times. Native plant and animal parts used for decoration and art are as variable as their uses, from Christmas greens to antler and reed baskets. In the United States, large game animals are harvested for sport or subsistence. Over the past 20 years, harvests of common big game species have generally paralleled human population trends; the number of hunters and time devoted to hunting has increased. The numbers of small game hunters and migratory bird hunters has declined (Flather et al. 1999 ).
Duran 1 estimated that 8 out of 10 people collecting NTFPs from Forest Service lands in Oregon and Washington are gathering these products for personal use.
Based on the authors' collective experience and knowledge, it is probably true nationwide that most people who gather NTFPs do so for personal and subsistence use. As it is not possible to estimate personal use of NTFP on a broad scale, this analysis focuses on permit and contract data from federal lands and uses those data to estimate national commercial use. These permits and contracts from federal lands are assumed to be for commercial use, but are likely a combination of personal and commercial use. This is particularly true for products such as Christmas trees and firewood, for which there is a minimum charge for permits regardless of whether the use will be personal or commercial.
Very little data were available to assess NTFPs when the 2003 National Report rural and community development, as well as in the popular media. Regulations governing uses of public lands, and data on area of private lands subject to trespass law or under exclusive lease for recreational purposes, provide proxies for the subsistence potential of forested lands.
For the purposes of the 2010 National Report on Sustainable Forests, sales of permits and contracts for NTFPs from federal land in the United States were summarized in nine categories: (1) nursery and landscaping uses; (2) arts, crafts, and floral uses; (3) regeneration and silvicultural uses; (4) edible fruits, nuts, berries, and sap; (5) grass, hay, alfalfa, and forage; (6) herbs and medicinals; (7) fuelwood; (8) posts and poles; and (9) Christmas trees. Table 1 lists the products included in nursery and landscaping uses, for both the USFS and BLM. The category called "softwood and hardwood nonconvertible" is used by some national forests to classify their NTFP sales, but it is very difficult to tell exactly what those products are. As we know they are tree species, the units of measure can be used to make some assumptions about what general products they might be. Tree species products sold by the piece are likely transplants and so were included in nursery uses. Tree species products sold by weight, volume, or by the acre are likely to be boughs or leaves and so were included in the arts and crafts classification. Table 2 lists the products included in arts, crafts, and floral uses. This is a very broad category and could potentially include some wood products, which is why softwood and hardwood nonconvertible data are included. Specialty wood can be used for carving, birdhouses, walking sticks, picture frames, and a wide variety of other arts and crafts. Softwood tree species products sold by the bushel or gallon were assumed to be cones or seeds, as the USFS sells tree sap by the tap. Some of these products could be florals, such as leaves or branches, but it is not possible to tell for sure. Table 4 lists the products included in edible fruits, nuts, berries, and sap. Some of the unit measurements were converted for ease in data analysis. For example, both agencies sell permits and contracts for fruits and berries by the pound and the ton. The Forest Service sells fungi and mushroom permits by both the pound and the ton, although pounds is a more common unit for commercial sales of wild edible fungi. Recently, the Forest Service began selling fungi by the gallon. Federal rangelands are an important source of forage and probably constitute more supply than is represented by their proportion of the total land base. Table 5 lists the products included in grass, hay, alfalfa, and forage. Table 6 lists products in the herbs and medicinals category. Amounts of herbs and medicinals reported in permit sales from both agencies are also likely underrepresentative of the total volumes removed from federal lands. In most cases, the data presented in this report are only for permits and contracts sold by the USFS and BLM. These data do not include personal use harvests on federal, state, or private lands. The data collected by the USFS and BLM regarding permit and contract sales for what they call "nonconvertible products" are part of each agency's national data collection system. Information on the methods used by the American Herbal Products Association for collecting data related to medicinal products, and methods used to collect data for the National Woodland Owner Survey, may be found in the documents listed in "Literature Cited."
Annual Harvest of Nontimber Forest Products in the United States
Many of the numbers reported here list "permitted harvest quantities" and refer to the amount of material that permits issued by the USFS and the BLM allow permit holders to collect. Actual harvest quantities may differ widely from the reported permitted quantities because individuals may collect more or less than the quantities allowed by the permits (Muir et al. 2006 ). However, the quantities reported here offer the best available assessment of harvests on public lands.
Arts, Crafts, and Florals
Nonwood forest products have been collected for arts, crafts, and floral uses for millennia, and run the gamut from wood pieces collected for carvings and walking sticks, to grasses, reeds, and sedges collected for basket making, to grapevines collected for wreaths, to conks and berries collected for dyes (Pilz et al. 2006) . Permitted harvest quantities of arts, crafts, and floral products on public lands totaled over 620,000 (fresh weight) tons in 2007 (table 8) . Of all the products in this category (see table 2 (Fraxinus latifolia Benth.), red alder (Alnus rubra Bong.), and common beargrass (Xerophyllum tenax (Pursh) Nutt.) are all notable species on the Pacific Coast that are used for arts and crafts purposes, particularly holiday crafts and decorations.
In the Southern United States, ferns, palms, moss, Galax spp., and grape vines contribute to the global fresh and dried floral industry (Alexander et al. 2002) . A study of mosses and liverworts in the Pacific Northwest and Appalachian regions of the United States suggested that domestic sales of moss ranged between 770 and 37,000 tons (air dried) per year over a 6-year period (Muir 2004) . When international sales were added in, moss sales quantities were estimated to average between 960 and 41,000 tons (air dried) per year over a 6-year period (Muir 2004 ). Arts and crafts produced from nontimber sources include baskets, wreaths, Christmas greens, Native American ceremonial masks, Appalachian dolls, furniture (e.g., cane chairs), birdhouses, bowls, and innumerable other possibilities (Alexander et al. 2002) .
Nonwood forest product collection on public land is just a portion of total, nationwide collection. An estimated 727,000 private landowners also collect NWFPs from their own properties for decorative use, according to 2006 surveys, although the volume of their harvests is unknown (Butler 2008) . 
Nursery and Landscape Uses
Permitted harvests of plants for nursery and landscape uses on public land in 2007 equaled about 766,645 individual plants plus 329 tons of other materials (seeds, etc.; table 9 ). The largest permitted harvest quantity of individual specimens for nursery and landscape uses came from Washington, followed by Oregon and North Carolina (table 9) . The largest permitted harvest quantity of specimens measured in pounds came from Alaska, followed by Arizona (table 9) . Approximations based on contract and permit data are estimates only as they represent the volume of permitted harvest rather than actual harvest. In addition, based on the proportion of public to private land in the United States, it is not unreasonable to estimate that harvests on USFS lands probably represent about 20 to 30 percent of total national supply, whereas harvests on BLM land probably represent between 2 to 15 percent of total national supply. Approximately 1.6 million pounds and an additional 250 bushels of edible fruits, nuts, berries, and sap were permitted for harvest on USFS land in 2007; nearly double the quantity permitted for harvest on federal public land in 1998 (table 8; fig. 3 ). Permitted harvests of edible plants on public lands were highest in NASS 2007) . Only a little more than 10,000 (about one half of one percent) of those taps were permitted taps on public land. Maple production has remained stable in the United States since 1998, and currently only a small proportion of the available resource is being used for syrup production. At the state level, Vermont is the leading producer of maple syrup, followed by Maine and New York. Although
Vermont's production has nearly doubled over the last decade, production in Maine and New York has remained fairly stable ( fig. 6 ).
Grass, Hay, Alfalfa, and Other Forage
Permits purchased on BLM and USFS land for forage plants were included here even though some forage sales may occur outside of forested lands. It is not possible to separate permits issued for forest-dwelling grass species versus rangedwelling grass species. The use of native grasses as forage is a significant aspect of public forest-land management in the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain regions (Alexander et al. 2002) . Alfalfa, hay, and grass permits were lumped together for this analysis, although some grasses (e.g., beargrass; not actually a grass but often lumped in with grasses in the data) are also used as arts, crafts, and floral products. The data available did not allow for the separation of various grasses in many cases. Permitted harvests of alfalfa, hay, and grass were highest in the Pacific Coast region, at over 2,000 tons. Permitted harvest quantities on public land have remained fairly stable since the late 1990s and early 2000s ( fig. 7) . The spike in 2004 is due to the sale of beargrass, 4 which is typically used in the arts industry. Much of the alfalfa, hay, and grass grown on private land is considered an agricultural commodity rather than a NWFP and is therefore outside the scope of this report. 
Christmas Trees
According to the National Christmas Tree Association (NCTA), 25 to 30 million live trees are sold yearly in the United States (NCTA 2009). The overwhelming majority of Christmas trees sold in lots or stores come from farms where trees are planted, grown, harvested, and replanted just as any other agricultural crop; therefore, it is difficult to separate out trees wild-harvested for use as Christmas trees from trees commercially grown for that purpose. A small proportion of live trees are harvested from public land each year. Permits issued on national forests for Christmas tree harvest have declined steadily since 1998. In the Pacific Northwest, and probably elsewhere, the vast majority of Christmas tree permits sold by the Forest Service are for personal use (see footnote 1). In 2006, slightly more than 50,000 permits and contracts were issued for Christmas tree collection-an increase of 20 percent from 2005, but a decrease of 71 percent since 1998. Christmas tree permitted harvests have declined on BLM land, also. The number of Christmas trees permitted for harvest on BLM land decreased from 27,709 trees in 1998 to 13,866 trees in 2007. Most of the wild-harvested Christmas trees coming from publicly owned land are harvested in the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain regions.
Hunting and Trapping
Wildlife-related activities, including hunting and trapping ( fig. 9) , constitute a billion-dollar industry in the United States. Big game like deer (Odocoileus spp.) and elk (Cervus canadensis Erxleben) draw the largest number of hunters (and revenues), followed by small game like squirrels (Sciurillus spp.) and rabbits (Sylvilagus spp.), and migratory waterfowl (USFWS 2006) . The most widely pursued big game in the United States include deer, wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo L.), elk, and bear (Ursus spp.), whereas the most widely pursued small game include rabbit and hare (Lepus spp.), squirrel, pheasant (Phasianus colchicus L.), grouse (various spp.), and quail (various spp.) (USDI and USDOC 2006). The majority of hunting (82 percent) occurs on privately owned land (USDI and USDOC 2006), which makes tracking national harvest levels difficult, despite state requirements for hunting permits, and limits on harvest quantities.
The USDA Forest Service recently completed a report on "Population and Harvest Trends of Big Game and Small Game Species" (Flather et al. 2009 ) as a followup to the 2000 Resources Planning Act assessment (Flather et al. 1999) . Results from voluntary-response surveys summarized in Flather et al. (2009) indicate that between 1975 and 2000, wild turkey harvests rose 375 percent. Deer harvests increased by 4.9 million animals in 45 responding states. The opposite was true for small game harvests. Flather et al. (2009) reported that all small game species studied showed declines in harvest quantities. Hare, northern bobwhite (Colinus virginianus), and cottontail rabbit harvests experienced the largest declines, with reductions of 86, 75, and 69 percent, respectively (Flather et al. 2009 ).
Despite the popularity of hunting big game species, the latest studies of big game populations show substantial increases in populations since the mid-1970s (Flather et al. 2009 ). Specifically, wild turkey populations have increased 730 percent, and deer populations have increased by more than 14 million animals in 31 reporting states since the mid-1970s (Flather et al. 2009 ). Few states reported on small game populations, making statistical analysis and interpretation of those numbers highly variable and insufficient for trend analysis (Flather et al. 2009 ).
Value of Nontimber Forest Products Produced or Collected
An examination of permit and contract sales of NTFPs from USFS and BLM land from 1998 to 2007 shows that value, and by inference harvest, in all the categories has been relatively steady, with some fluctuations. These fluctuations would be expected with products that fruit better in some years than others, such as fungi or pine nuts. The next step is to figure out how much of the national supply is derived from USFS and BLM lands. In most cases, it was assumed that USFS sales represent 20 percent of supply nationwide, and BLM 2 percent, based on the proportion of forested land nationwide for each agency. These data are only for permits and contracts sold by the USFS and BLM and do not include personal use harvests.
The assumptions about proportion of supply each agency represents are intended to account for commercial harvest from all other forest lands in the United States.
By expanding the permit and contract values to shed values (using the 10 percent estimate), and then expanding the sales from federal land into an estimate of supply from all forested lands, you get to an estimate of first point-of-sales value nationwide. The national first point-of-sales value estimates are illustrated in table 13. These are very rough estimates because they are based on federal permit and contract sales, and the actual value may be quite different. There are several reasons the estimates could be low. One significant reason is that harvest of NTFPs from federal lands does not always occur with a permit or contract. Muir et al. (2006) estimated the quantity and value of moss harvest from forests in two regions in the United States by using USFS permit and contract data, comparing that information to export data, and surveying moss dealers. They found that annual moss values alone could range from US$6 million to $165 million (in nominal values). Moss is included in the crafts and floral category in tables 12 and 13. These estimates by Muir et al. are not first point-of-sales prices, but they do illustrate the difficulty in using USFS and BLM permit and contract data alone, as in table 12, to estimate total values for resources that are often harvested without a permit or contract, or harvested with no need for any documentation, and sold through complex commodity chains that often combine wild-harvested and agriculturally grown commodities. Under the assumption that retail values are double wholesale prices (a relatively conservative assumption, based on several sources, including http://en.allexperts. 
Exports and Imports of Nontimber Forest Products
International trade is a significant driver of demand for NWFPs harvested in the United States. Many of the most common commercially harvested species are traded primarily to other countries, including wild edible fungi and wild-harvested floral greens. International prices are a primary determinant of domestic prices even for products consumed domestically. Since 1989, the United States has used the Harmonized Tariff Schedule to track the Nation's exports and imports. All internationally traded goods are classified with a six-digit number. Each nation can then add four additional digits to track goods that are of special interest to that country. Export data can be used to help assess domestic harvest and total trade with products for which little other data are available (Alexander et al. 2002) . Moss can be used to illustrate issues in assessing NWFP harvest and exports. Muir et al. (2006) addressed questions about moss harvests from the Pacific Northwest and the Appalachian regions of the United States, and also tried to estimate the commercial value of moss harvests. The difference between moss harvests reflected in land management agency permit data and moss information from export data was considerable. Agencies (USFS and BLM) issued permits for moss from 1997 to 2002 that averaged about 220,970 air-dry pounds per year, with average annual permit revenues of about $19,650. An examination of export permit data from 1998 to 2003 showed that a mean of 10.1 to 40.5 million air-dry pounds per year are exported from the United States, with a mean annual value between US$6 million and $165 million (Muir et al. 2006) . The value of moss and lichen exports has been steadily falling since 2003 (table 15), whereas imports have been holding steady (in adjusted prices) (table 16). Muir et al. stated that "the wide ranges in the estimates illustrate how little is known about the moss trade. In combination with lack of information about the size of the moss inventory, reaccumulation rates, and species and ecosystem functions potentially affected by harvest, …policy makers and land managers lack critical information on which to base harvest regulations" (p. 212). The commercial moss industry is important economically in both the U.S. Pacific Northwest and the Appalachian regions, contributing income and jobs. The authors suggested further research is needed on the resource and its response to harvest, harvester knowledge and potential education opportunities, moss cultivation, harvest and trade data collection, and collected moss characteristics. This same lack of knowledge has been noted about other wild-harvested nonwood products traded in commercial markets, such as floral greens and mushrooms. There are several site-and species-specific studies that have been done since 2003 to address these gaps (e.g., Ballard and Huntsinger 2006, Jones and Lynch 2007) . The USFS Pacific Northwest Region does not sell lichen permits, and after a decade-long assessment of moss (see Peck 2006 , Peck and Muir 2007 , Peck and Muir 2008 , only one national forest in the region sells moss permits (see footnote 1).
Imports listed in this report focus on nontimber products from species native to North America, even if they have been domesticated elsewhere. Tables 15 and  16 
Total and Per Capita Consumption of Nontimber and Nonwood Forest Products
The purpose of estimating consumption of NWFPs is to illustrate the importance of forests as sources of products other than wood and wood products. Total consumption is estimated as domestic production plus imports, minus exports. Per capita consumption is the ratio of volume consumed and national population.
To calculate the impact of NWFP trade on total consumption, it was assumed the products in table 15 are representative of all NWFP exports, and table 16 represents all NWFP imports. This is an imperfect assumption, as NWFPs may constitute parts of many export and import trade code data, but it is not possible to split NWFPs out of all categories. The United States is a net importer of NWFPs, as These consumption estimates are quite uncertain because error in any of several assumptions could strongly influence the result. Most of the products and species harvested are from specific regions of the United States. For example, moss harvests take place primarily in the Pacific Northwest and the Appalachian areas, and maple sap comes from the northeastern United States. However, demand and prices are set globally for internationally traded species and products, and U.S. supply generally has little to no influence on price. As domestic local markets develop, regional consumption of locally wild-harvested products, such as wild edible fungi, has become more common. Interest in personal health, sustainability, and connection to land has spurred increased demand for health and food products that have wild-harvested ingredients or some connection to wildness. Although it does fluctuate, international demand for significant cultural or traditional resources such as vanilla, matsutake mushrooms, or American ginseng, continues even during economic downturns. Trade in NWFPs has been a small but regionally important part of the U.S. economy for generations. International trade in species native to North America is subject to many different influences including globalization of labor markets, movement of processing to countries with competitive advantages, and changes in taste or style. International trade in NWFPs, in turn, influences sustainable forest practices (or the lack thereof) throughout the world.
Area and Percentage of Forests Used for Subsistence Uses
Throughout the United States, people from diverse ethnic backgrounds make use of subsistence resources for food, medicine, and other purposes ( fig. 10 ). These activities have particular importance for indigenous peoples. Subsistence activities tend to be associated with poverty in the popular imagination. However, many who hunt, fish, trap, and gather to meet their basic needs regard these practices as a form of wealth, which frequently benefits not only the individual but also extended family and a larger community.
Research on subsistence suggests that it should be regarded as a process encompassing preharvest planning, postharvest sharing and any associated ceremonies or celebrations, in addition to the physical acts of hunting, fishing, trapping, and research into subsistence is fragmentary but suggests that rich traditions persist in regions including Appalachia (Emery et al. 2003 , Hufford 2000 , the Deep South (Brown et al. 1998 , Forsyth et al. 1998 , and the Southwest (Peña 1999 , Raish 2000 .
Research is needed to characterize and quantify subsistence in these areas and in cities throughout the Nation.
Areas and ownerships used for subsistence include both public and private lands. In general, access to subsistence resources on industrial and family forest lands appears to be declining owing to changes in land use that include increased posting against trespass for privacy and liability reasons and growing use of exclusive hunting leases (Butler 2008 , Capozzi and Dawson 2001 , Morrison et al. 2002 . As access to private lands diminishes, some subsistence harvesting may be increasing on public lands. Regulations such as season limits, bag limits, size limits, permit costs, and equipment restrictions apply on all land ownerships. Typically set based on assumptions about recreational uses, these regulations may also pose barriers to the legal pursuit of subsistence activities (Emery and Pierce 2005) .
Access on public lands may be limited further by management and administrative policies such as permit programs that do not accommodate subsistence needs.
Within these broad contours, there is a great deal of variation in legal access to subsistence resources. In Alaska, the Alaska National Interest Land Conservation Act (Public Law 96-487 [Dec. 2, 1980] ) provides for the subsistence use of federal forest resources by all rural Alaskans regardless of race or income, whereas the state of Alaska allows both rural and urban residents access to most state lands for subsistence harvest. The importance of subsistence in Alaska is suggested by ongoing controversies and legal actions surrounding allocation of fish and game resources to commercial, recreational, and subsistence users. A sweeping review of the federal subsistence program in Alaska was initiated by the Department of the Interior in October 2009. As of this writing, results from the review had not been announced.
The Hawaii State Constitution protects the customary and traditional rights of Native Hawaiians, including subsistence use of marine and terrestrial resources and subsistence fishing, hunting, and gathering, which continue to be practiced by Native Hawaiians. However, the issue is controversial in the islands and has resulted in a number of court cases pitting traditional rights against private property rights.
Some Native American tribes explicitly retain treaty rights to hunt, fish, trap, and gather on off-reservation lands in the United States. In addition, it has been argued that federal trust responsibilities and laws including the American Indian Religious Freedom Act and the National Historic Preservation Act extend this requirement for guaranteed access to culturally important natural resources to all federally recognized tribes and their members. The Native American Fish and Wildlife Society and its affiliate organizations were founded to safeguard the legal and ecological bases for practices that American Indians and Alaska Natives consider fundamental to their survival as peoples. In practice, Native American rights to subsistence resources often have been the focus of legal disputes, although several legal tests have upheld treaty rights to subsistence practices.
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In the Lower 48 States, the legal basis for access to subsistence resources outside federal Indian law is limited. Nevertheless, evidence suggests that subsistence use of forests occurs in all parts of the country and factors such as high unemployment and increasing food and fuel costs could potentially spur an increase in subsistence use of forests. Whether motivated by economic need, cultural preservation, or a combination of the two, subsistence hunting, fishing, trapping, and gathering persist and are vital to the material and social well-being of diverse peoples in the United States.
Conclusions
The harvest of NTFPs is a significant activity in the United States. The retail value of commercial harvests of NTFPs from U.S. forest lands is estimated at $1.4 billion annually. In the Northwestern United States, significant commercial products include evergreen boughs, floral greens, moss, and wild edible fungi. In the Northeastern United States, evergreen boughs, maple syrup, wild blueberries, and medicinal plants such as wild American ginseng are important to local economies. In the southwest, posts and poles, medicinal plants, and forage are important to local communities. Medicinal plants such as saw palmetto, floral greens such as galax, and pine needles for nursery applications are harvested for commercial use in the southeast. Nontimber forest products, including pecans, foliage, wild blueberries, wild ginseng, and wild edible fungi are exported from the United States to countries all over the world. It is generally believed that both legal and illegal harvest of medicinal plants in the United States has expanded considerably in the past 20 years, prompting protective measures for many species. Permit and contract sales of NTFPs from USFS and BLM lands from 1998 to 2007 indicate that harvests in all categories have been fairly constant in the past 10 years. Native plants and fungi constitute a small percentage of foods consumed by Americans but are often culturally significant. Native wild-harvested plants, fungi, and game are important in traditions and culture and can provide food security in lean times. Nontimber forest products in the United States are important to many people throughout the country for personal, cultural, and commercial uses, providing food security, beauty, connection to culture and tradition, and income.
